
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November Newsletter 2015  
Dear Friends and Colleagues, 
In Luke's Gospel (Chapter 14) Jesus tells a story about a 
great banquet to which all were invited. Among the excuses 
for non-attendance were a recent real estate purchase and 
trying out five yoke of oxen, "another one said, 'I have 
married a wife, and for that reason I cannot come.' As 
excuses go, the last one is the only one that lets you off the 
IACAC annual conference, and 
so we rejoice with, and 
congratulate our colleague Lord 
Devraj Singh (London Heathrow) 
and his new bride Lady 
Rajandeep Kaur (pictured). We 
wish them God's blessing and 
every joy in their married life 
together.  
 
 A word of thanks to Romeo Dabee and Chris 
Piasta, their colleagues, long-suffering families and friends, 
and all those who participated with them in making the New 
York Conference last month so enjoyable and profitable for 
those who attended. Those who have organised such 
conferences will know just how much work goes into such 
events, and how much time, money and attention is 
demanded of those who organise the conference. I'm sure 
the response/feedback forms will appropriately convey the 
appreciation of those who attended, and if anyone has any 
further comments to make, do please feel free to pass these 
on to the IACAC Executive Board prior to our meeting in 
February. Thank you Romeo and Chris, once again, for your 
splendid New York hospitality.  
  
Thanks also to our retiring Executive Board members, in 
particular Lewis Rose (Aberdeen, UK) (now, former) 
President, and Nicot Sarot and Wina Hordijk (Schiphol, 
Netherlands), previous host chaplains - and to those who 
continue to serve the Association on the Executive Board. It 
is a pleasure to welcome Pierre de Mareuil (Paris, France) as 
both Vice President and as host chaplain for 2016.   
 
 Three important issues arose from our business 
meetings in New York. First, were plans to make more 
effective connections between the IACAC, its Executive 
Board and Annual Conference and the regional, 
denominational and national expressions of fellowship and 
association between those who work in airport chaplaincy. 
These expressions vary from place to place, as does the 
conscious connection with the IACAC.  
 We established that the International Association 
holds a unique position globally, with the potential to connect 
regions, denominational groups and national networks and to 
make our fellowship and mutual support more and more 
effective through the fifty-two weeks of the year - not just at 
the annual conference. We want to work on this - and we 
need your help. (More later in the year.)  
 Secondly, and following on from the first, was a 
plan to become more effective and systematic in our 
professional training and resources, particularly in relation to 
training new chaplains and establishing new chaplaincies. I'm 
delighted to report that we have had a highly-qualified 

member of the association volunteer to take plans forward - 
and more of this as the year progresses!  
 Thirdly, again arising from both of the above, and 
similarly, we want to bring together liturgical resources used 
by chaplaincies over the years - particularly those one-off 
services or ceremonies that respond to very particular events 
and situations. Again, we may have a volunteer to act as a 
coordinator for this role, but do please get dusting off your 
files, and let's get ready to share the resources that we have 
amassed over the years - again: more to say about this in the 
coming months. 
 
 There are so many moments from the New York 
conference that still stand out for me - and which I hope will 
stay with me in the coming year; from the wonderful multi-
cultural opening service at St Joseph's in Jamaica, Queens, 
the several teaching and reflective sessions and informative 
and fascinating visits to the experience of worshipping with a 
local congregation on the last morning. It was a very 
enriching and professionally useful experience to hear so 
many stories; so many different witnesses informing our own 
unique ministries around the world.  The conference theme 
was 'Bridging the World' and one story that had a significant 
impact on me was that told by Rev. N. J. "Skip" L'Heureux, 
Jr. Executive Director of the Queens Federation of Churches, 
and secretary of the Council of Churches of the city of New 
York at the opening service at St Joseph's. Skip told a story 
about John Bowne (9 March 1627 – 20 December 1695) an 
immigrant from the Derbyshire town of Matlock (about 30 
miles away from where my wife Libby grew up and a place I 
know well) to Boston, Massachusetts, where he arrived with 
his father and sister in 1648. His was a story that indeed, 
bridged the old world and the new; history and current affairs.  
John Bowne is honoured today as a pioneer in the American 
struggle for religious liberty. A park, high school and an 
elementary school in Flushing, Queens are named in his 
honour. His house at Bowne Street and 37th Avenue in 
Flushing still stands, and is open to the public as Registered 
Historic Place and New York City landmark. Even as the 
IACAC conference was drawing to a close, on October 10, 
the John Bowne House was rededicated in honour of the 
First Amendment (Freedom of religion, speech, media and 
public protest) and the continuing principle of freedom of 
religion in America.  John Bowne's unique contribution, Skip 
suggested, was that his struggle for Freedom of Religion 
was, unlike many others, not solely or primarily a struggle for 
himself and for those like him, but, importantly, a struggle for 
others; for those who are different; for everyone.  
 
  Before Bowne arrived in Flushing from Boston, 
Massachusetts in 1661, the district was already well known 
as a community that welcomed religious diversity (a diversity 
reflected today throughout the Borough of Queens and the 
City of New York!). In December 1657, Flushing's community 
leaders wrote to the authorities of the New Netherlands 
colony to request that the exclusive enforcement of the Dutch 
Reformed Church as the 'established' religion be ended in 
order that other groups, such as the Quakers, might be 
permitted to worship in freedom and peace alongside their 
Dutch-Reformed neighbours. The (so-called) Flushing 
Remonstrance is on of the earliest expressions of authentic 

      

 



religious freedom in North America, predating the First 
Amendment to the Bill of Rights by some 134 years.  
However, on the orders of Governor Peter Stuyvesant, 
Bowne was arrested in 1662 for allowing a Quaker meeting 
to take place in his house. Stubbornly refusing to pay the 
assessed fine, or to leave the province, he was transported 
to the Netherlands for trial before the Dutch West India 
Company. Bowne appealed (successfully) to the "Flushing 
Patent" granted in 1645 by Governor William Kieft, which 
contained clear guarantees of religious liberty. Bowne's 
uncompromising stance won the respect of his judges; he 
was released in 1664 and returned home to Flushing. In what 
would be described in the British Press today as a 
'humiliating climb-down', Governor Stuyvesant was ordered 
to extend tolerance to all religious sects within his jurisdiction. 
New Netherland soon became the (English) colony of New 
York, but the ideal of religious freedom for which John Bowne 
had stood up was upheld, and served as a model for the 
other English colonies in North America, and ultimately to the 
framers of the American Constitution.  
  
 Freedom of Religion remains an ongoing struggle 
around the world, as anyone aware of the mass migrations 
taking place across the Middle East and Europe since the 
rise of ISIL - the (so-called 'Islamic State’) can see. In the 
United States it is an issue that may well be a dominant 
feature the 2016 US Presidential election!  Migration, for 
whatever reason, whether to pursue the dream or escape 
from a nightmare, is something that happens in large part by 
air. Airport Arrivals Halls are the 'Ellis Island' of our own 
generation. Chaplains often have a role in meeting 
vulnerable passengers, and we can be among the first to 
send out the signal that these new arrivals can and will 
indeed have freedom in this new place.  
 
 Providing a place for people to pray (whether to 
cry out in pain or in praise) is one aspect of that hospitality. 
Our welcome and acceptance is another, as is walking with 
them, even if only for a short while, as they cross the 
threshold into a new country.  For this reason, I think its 
important that here, in Manchester, we don't have a Church 
of England (Anglican) Chaplaincy; nor a Roman Catholic 
Chaplaincy; nor a Muslim or Jewish or Sikh Chaplaincy. We 
have a chaplaincy - for everyone, whether religious or not - 
and most of all - we have airport chaplains who are ministers 
and pastors to help, support and guide - anyone - not just 
those who share our particular faith or practice - and if, for 
some reason, we ourselves are not equipped to help, to 
support or to guide, then we are obliged to find someone who 
can. I am proud of Derbyshire lad, John Bowne's legacy; his 
uncompromising generosity of spirit; his liberality, which 
provides generously for those whose needs, beliefs and 
practices are different from one's own. I will carry his story 
with me through the coming year and invite you to.  "My 
house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples" says 
the Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, "I will 
gather others to them besides those already gathered" Isaiah 
56.7   
   If you do Facebook - don't forget to like the 
Official IACAC Facebook Page: International Association of 
Civil Aviation Chaplains and/or join the public group IACAC - 
International Association of Civil Aviation Chaplains (they're 
two different things!) - let's stay in touch throughout the year. 
Remember to visit www.iacac.info - our association's website 
- regularly too!     
 
The Revd. George Lane  
Coordinating Chaplain  
The Chaplaincy,  
Manchester Airport  
Manchester M90 1QX   
 
 

IACAC Conference 2015 Report 
"Anyone needing  a receipt or refund for the Conference 
Registration from the hosts in New York and has not yet 
received it, kindly contact them  at romeodabee@cccny.net."  
The Rev Romoe Dabee and Fr Chris Piasta wish to thank all 
the conference delegates for their attendance and for their 
support and prayers throughout the conference. 
 
Elections for the positions of President, Vice President and 
Media Officer were held during Annual Business meeting in 
New York.  
President: Rev George Lane, Manchester,UK 
Vice President: -Rev Pierre de Mareuil, CDG Paris,  
Media Officer: Fr. Chris Piasta,JFK, USA 
 Nominations for the election to the position of Treasurer in 
2016 were also received. Mrs Beverly McNeely was the only 
nomination received. 
  
2016 The invitation from Paris to host the 2016 IACAC 
Conference was accepted by the meeting.  
Paris -    23rd to the 28th August 2016. The theme “ Airports, 
Human,Cultural & Religious Crossroads” promises to be  
very interesting. Please mark the date of next year’s 
conference in your diary now and plan to join us in Paris in 
2016 for the 49th annual conference of the IACAC. 
 
Arlanda, Stockholm issued an invitation to host the 2017 
Conference. This will be the 50th Anniverary Conference and 
our Swedish colleagues have many ideas on how we could 
celebrate this important milestone in the history of the 
Association. But the Board would encourage any members 
with suggestions on how to mark this celebration to please 
send them to us.  
 
News From Our Chaplaincies 
During the New York Conference our colleague, Frank 
Colladay from Atlanta Georgia, became ill and was admitted 
to hospital. Prayers were offered for Frank throughout the 
conference. Frank left the rehabilitation centre in New York 
City on the 2nd November and will stay with family in 
Oklahoma City until he can fly back to Georgia on 10th 
November.  Please keep him in your prayers. 
 
Rev Wina Hordijk from Schiphol, Amsterdam retired at the 
end of October and has left the airport to live in the north of 
the Netherlands. She sends her blessings and goodbyes to 
all her friends in IACAC. The Rev Marieke Meiring has been 
appointed to take her place at Schiphol. We extend a warm 
welcome to her and look forward to the opportunity to meet 
her at future conferences. 
 
On The 17th November the East Midlands Airport Chaplaincy 
Team will host the British Isles and Ireland Airport Chaplains’ 
Network. During the day presentations will focus on 
“Spirituality in Chaplaincy” and “Retail Chaplaincy” There will 
also be a visit the purpose built Prayer room in the 
Passenger Terminal. 
 
Ruth Agrusa, Chair of the Board of Directors for the 
chaplaincy at Milwaukee, sends greetings and says that; 
‘With God’s help, I will be able to continue to work towards 
the future airport chapel in Milwaukee. As an update, we now 
have raised 67% of our budget to build the room.  We are 
hopeful that very soon we will be able to announce that we 
are starting the construction process.  The entire Board of 
Directors thanks IACAC for all of their help and expertise 
over the years to help us get to this point.  May God richly 
bless all of you as you work in your airports around the world. 
Peace and Blessings.’  
 
Thought For The Month 
The smallest act of kindness is more important than the 
grandest intention.               Oscar Wilde

 


